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9 Standout Spaces With Small but Mighty Design

Details

These design details from the 2023 Best in American Living Awards deliver big inspiration

BY MICHELE LERNER JUNE 12, 2024

A Custom Home ADU That Emphasizes Privacy

When architect Robert Hidey designed an accessory dwelling unit (ADU) for a cottage-style custom
home in San Jose, Calif., he intentionally disconnected the ADU from the main house to provide

separation and privacy for its occupants.

The 462-square-foot ADU, located above the garage at the back of the property, includes a kitchen,
dining nook with built-in seating with storage, full bathroom, closets, and a living space that can
accommodate sleeping and seating areas. A brick patio between the garage and house provides sharable

outdoor space.

This charming ADU above the garage of a custom home checks every box: a detached unit with a private entry, an

open layout, high-quality construction and finishes, natural light, and ample storage.

Photos: Agnieszka Jakubowicz Photography; R. Brad Knipstein Photography


https://www.probuilder.com/design-pb
https://www.probuilder.com/
https://www.probuilder.com/
https://www.probuilder.com/
https://www.probuilder.com/design-pb
https://www.probuilder.com/construction-pb
https://www.probuilder.com/business-management-pb
https://www.probuilder.com/products
https://sgchorizonevents.com/#pb
https://www.probuilder.com/utopia
https://sgc.dragonforms.com/loading.do?omedasite=PBM_Prefs&pk=HOMEUC3
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssiW9J4BB88ieCSiTBuozsMq2EZQP95syqzROgCsnGkHmT09tOBjuZelhETk-ZCWGFDyW3HOvittaWCqbaw9hbVtgOGLaE9CFQdA05X6-8MzQTc_nS9cg7HDFv8CA6bkwmBMIfnAmqVtv8NMuyHokfcvaKgYVFfIxhfEtv1rV0sz9wWffO1GTU0DrIyLVhpdUNuuJxCvmAB40X1dqjOH75mVwozCgTV4lB7uCjfSIPD2l3XnVgtoImoqCD4g15LDofYJs-fKvuhI1R-Y1RIZI71TBEnqDDCPLDAROpPgMz9w61dt26HFjDGbTytkm9pyOxcWBF1OePJKSkP9OIrAiZ-GqyzdmE36iZImHRoOFe4nTExaZtTTd3h&sai=AMfl-YSAJ6F_q-EVFY4A4xZyhFHwdEU-ZQO0UuItbuxGpS3bUSgf6HIlXtwwf5tqGEiFYn1AjmR3DmbeJS4gAXgvxKeZB-rDTPNi_EXXOzQh6OEXfjqrfJHIPaId3V-9T6gtA7PwjRE&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJDJ-dwHWVYA&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.nahb.org/blog/2024/04/new-nahb-jobsite-safety-app-is-now-available%3Futm_campaign%3Dnahb24_safety_conversion%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dpartner_probuilder%26utm_term%3Dprobuilder%26utm_content%3Djun_24_jobsite_safety
tcajas
Image

tcajas
Image

tcajas
Image

tcajas
Snapshot

tcajas
Text Box


ADUs, which are becoming common requests for new homes and renovations in California, can be
designed to provide a variety of functions, such as a rental unit for extra income, to house a family

member or guests, or as a home office or studio.

What makes this ADU award-worthy is the abundance of natural light, uncompromising construction

quality and finishes, and its efficient use of space.

Project specs: Rosewood at Camden Park

Award: Platinum, Accessory Dwelling Unit, Single-Family Custom
Location: San Jose, Calif.

Architect (entrant): Robert Hidey Architects, Irvine, Calif.

Builder: Robson Homes, San Jose

Interior designer: Design Line Interiors, a Dahlin company, San Diego
Landscape architect: Design Focus Landscape, Ben Lomond, Calif.

Size: 462 sf

Photos: Agnieszka Jakubowicz Photography; R. Brad Knipstein Photography



tcajas
Image

tcajas
Text Box

tcajas
Image




tcajas
Image

tcajas
Image


